
 Dear SHS Families, 

Whether we enjoy it or not, at least it is beginning to feel like the holiday season
with this chilly air upon us. Unfortunately, COVID is keeping us from spreading the
holiday cheer that our school classes and clubs have done in the past. We will not
let this deter us. I continue to be amazed at how well the students and staff have
adapted to all the changes, and your support has been greatly appreciated. 

As you know, the metrics related to COVID have been driving the district's
decisions about which learning model we implement.  At this time, we are still in the
hybrid model; however, we have been carefully watching the metrics around the
state increase which suggests we may need to shift to the full-remote model at
some point in the future.  

There have been some changes since the first iteration of our reopening plans. The
complete updated reopening/recovery plan can be found on our website. 

Snow Days:  
Just because we have a snow day, it does NOT mean we will automatically go to
remote teaching.  The size of the storm, the impact of the storm, the power
outages related to the storm, and the status of the schools will inform the decision
made by the Superintendent.  We all know Superintendents have had difficult
decisions with borderline weather predictions...sometimes a snow day is called,
and we all think at 9:30 or 10:00, "We could have had school."  Those are days that
we might be able to capitalize on.  The blizzard days will probably be blizzard days.  

The hours for instruction on snow days will be from 9:00-2:00 with lunch from
12:25-12:55. Classes are a half-hour in length and require live-streaming.  The full
Snow Day plan is outlined on the District Webpage and can be found here.  The
schedule is available on this website too.

                                                     ...continued next page

https://sites.google.com/somers.k12.ct.us/schoolclosingsdelays/home


Full-Remote Learning: 
As you saw from the Superintendent's message we must prepare ourselves to shift
to full-remote learning in a moment's notice.  The Superintendent prefers to give a
little notice before a shift in learning model is made; however, we fully recognize that
the information we have changes every minute and a last-minute decision may need
to be made.  In that case, it is important that we know what is expected.

In the event only our school is shut down for a short period of time (this would
typically happen if we needed more time for contact tracing or other COVID case
related needs that impact our school), we will continue with a level of consistency
for our students by maintaining the same schedule we have in the hybrid model.  

In the event that the whole district is shut down, we will follow the remote learning
schedule that is utilized on snow days with one adjustment; teaching will occur from
9:00-2:00 and additional teacher work time will be scheduled from 2:00-3:30 each
day. Again, when all of the schools are shut down, all of the schools will operate on
the same schedule. We hope this consistency helps parents to understand our
individual school plans. Teachers will use this additional time to meet and work with
students who need additional assistance. I continue to review the SHS Reopening
Plan and make adjustments based on all of the experiences we have had this year as
well as the feedback that is given to me over the course of time.  

Additional Half Days: (7:40-11am)
As you saw from the Superintendent’s email, additional half days have been added.
The additional half-day dates are December 16th, January 13th, March 3rd, March
31st, and May 26th. 

In closing, we will continue to work diligently in order to improve services to
students and parents. This newsletter is a monthly publication that is designed to
keep you updated on the latest educational issues. In addition, I always maintain an
open-door policy and am here to assist you. Please feel free to contact me if you
should have any concerns. I am looking forward to working with each of you and to
helping make our school the best it can possibly be.

Stay well,
Gary Cotzin
Principal



The Importance of Attendance: Every day counts!
Missing a day here and there may seem insignificant, but did you know that missing just two
days of school per month can lead to chronic absenteeism?  

The state of Connecticut defines chronic absenteeism as “missing 10 percent or greater of the
total number of days enrolled during the school year for any reason. It includes both excused,
unexcused, out-of-school suspensions, and in-school suspensions that last more than one-half of the
school day.” 

According to state guidelines, a student must be in attendance for at least half of the school
day in order to be deemed present. Please take this into consideration when scheduling
doctor’s appointments and other out of school engagements that may interrupt the school
day. If possible, please try to schedule appointments for the afternoon, or if that is not
possible, please consider bringing your student into school after routine morning
appointments. 

Research shows that school attendance has a direct correlation to student academic and
social-emotional success. Chronic absenteeism is linked to increased dropout rates, slowed
academic progression, and higher levels of anxiety linked to school. If your family is
struggling with school attendance, please contact administration or our counseling center as
soon as possible so that we can best support your student’s needs.

Please Call the School Attendance Line to Report Absences 
(for both In-Person and Remote absences)
If a student will be learning from home on a day when they are
expected in the building, the reason for that change must be
reported to the main office. It is expected that students are in
the building on their designated days, however, we do
understand that on occasion, it may be necessary to login
from home. This should be the exception, and not the
norm, however.

                                                       ...continued on next page

Assistant Principal's Corner
Cheryl Gustafson



Excused Absences - The Importance of Reporting Your Child’s Absences
In order for any absence to be deemed excused, a parent must contact the office to provide
information about the nature of the absence from school. The first 9 absences of the school
year can be excused with a parent phone call or note, but after the ninth absence, per state
law, absences may only be excused with a doctor’s note, for a documented court appearance,
a death in the family, or if district-provided transportation is interrupted. Absences that are
not excused may lead to further intervention services.

How to Switch Learning Models
If families would like to switch to the full remote learning model, a parent must make a
request to the school in writing. Please send these requests to Mrs. Caron at
lori.caron@somers.k12.ct.us. Please note that it may take up to 5 days to coordinate a switch.

Changes at SHS As of November 30th, things at Somers High
School look a little different. Leslie
Gengenbach, our high school cafeteria
manager, retired after thirty-one years of
service with Somers Public Schools. Leslie's
kindness and warm smile were a daily staple
in our cafeteria.  Our Counseling and Career
Center secretary, Laura Pruden, began a
new chapter in her life and moved back
home to Michigan. For 14 years, Mrs.
Pruden's patience, friendliness, and
willingness to help was always something
you could count on. It's no wonder that the
2020 yearbook was dedicated to her! Both
Mrs. Gengenbach and Mrs. Pruden will be
greatly missed by students and staff across
the district. We wish them both the best of
luck and happiness on their new adventures!
In their places, we welcome Susan Ricard
and Val Kalinowski to our SHS family!



I’m a big believer in silver linings. As much
as we want to get back to how things were
before the pandemic, our ‘new normal’ of
online learning has led us to embrace new
solutions.   

Google Jamboard is becoming a regular
feature in my classroom. It’s an interactive
presentation tool that allows students to
participate in a variety of ways: as a class,
in small groups, or individually.  The Jam
can happen live during class, or it can be
an assignment that is shared later.  As a
learning tool, it’s customizable, visually
inviting, and easy to use.

W O R L D  L A N G U A G E

We’ve used it for...
-Reading Comprehension checks
-Learning Activities
-Student presentations

Here’s a look at one way we’ve used
Jamboard in Spanish class.  There’s a
second page so you can try it out on
your own.

Click here to try Jamboard!

Exciting news for book lovers! The library is finally checking out
books! Our plan is modeled after the Somers Public Library (who have
been lending books safely for months) and the recommendations of
REALM (REopening Archives, Libraries, and Museums.) 

Students can browse through the SHS online catalog located on the LMC website to search for
books. To take out a book, they can sign in and place a hold on the book or email us directly. It
will be waiting for them to pick up in the LMC. Fully remote students can follow the same
process, and books will delivered to the front desk for pick up at their convenience. When
books are returned they will be placed in a bin in the LMC labeled with the day of the week .  At
the end of the day the bin would be put aside and quarantined. After 7 days, LMC staff will
wipe down the bin and the outside of the books and put them away.

Last spring, the LMC received a Rainbow Library from GLSEN and the Rainbow Library
Community Reads Project. The initiative provides LGBTQIA+ affirming text sets to schools,
teachers, and libraries free of charge. These sets feature a racially and ethnically diverse
collection of characters and history from across the LGBTQIA+ spectrum. Due to COVID
closures, our Rainbow Library was delivered in November, and some of the titles have already
been checked out by students and staff!

https://jamboard.google.com/d/1oaFMO_oiKe-2P06Xtq1pomhZpByhZckUNm_itXO-ld8/copy
https://search.follettsoftware.com/metasearch/ui/23365
https://sites.google.com/somers.k12.ct.us/shsmedia-center/home
https://www.rainbowlibrary.org/


Prior to Thanksgiving students in Intro to
Art had just finished working on still life
drawings including pumpkins, gourds,
and bottles. After beginning with
drawing and shading basic 3D shapes
students were ready for the challenge of
the more complex arrangements.
Students will soon begin working on Pop
Art style portrait drawings of people they
look up to or admire. Again starting with
the basics and learning the step by step
process for drawing each facial feature
and then putting all their skills together
into the final product. We are looking
forward to seeing the results of all our
hard work!

Art is on display in the halls of SHS. Student’s Cubism paintings from
earlier in the year are on display in the hallway bulletin board.

Students chose the subject matter, then abstracted it, and painted
with colors mixed from only the primary colors.

Introduction to Art & Design at SHS - Mr. Kipfer
Art



Interesting year for the 2020/21 
Research and Development Class

COVID-19 really is making an impact on the
program this year – but we are focused on
making the best of it.  This year our class is
comprised of, Jaydon Griger –President,
BenDuPerre– Vice President, Tanner
Hammond - Manufacturing director, Nathan
Maheux –Power Systems Director, Jason
Raymond – Suspension Specialist, Brian
Garrow–Guidance specialist, Simon Banas
and Alex Grzelak – CADD specialist, with
Vincent Mazza and Jesse Kowal rounding
out the team.

Normally our mission is to design and
develop an electric vehicle to compete in
the CT Electrathon America challenge that
occurs in November and May of each
school year. Last year the May event was
cancelled, and this year the November
event was also cancelled.  We are keeping
our hopes up that maybe the event might
occur again in May 2021.  With that being
anticipated, the vehicle from last year
which was close to being finished prior to
going full remote in March, is now being
completed on behalf of last year’s team.
This year’s class is hopeful that they can
race it to honor last year's team's effort.

Tech Ed

Yearly the R&D team raises funds from local
businesses to support their effort in building
their electric vehicle.  However, this year we
will not be visiting our local businesses as we
are aware of the financial issues faced by
many, as well as the need to maintain social
distancing. Therefore the 2020-2021 class has
elected to renovate a vehicle from a few years
ago and turn it into an electric off-road
vehicle.  Their off-road vehicle will have full
suspension and dual traction on the rear
wheels. Designs have been created and
presently the students are engaged in
producing the various components and
modifications necessary. 

The 2020-2021 R&D class is focused and
looking forward to another successful build
and making their design operational by the
conclusion of this year.

written by Roy Slater

Jason Raymond and Nathan Maheux 
checking their bend against the plans.

Vinny Mazza producing a part on the lathe.



Honors Engineering Graphics 
Design and Prototype Vehicle Wheels

The Honors Engineering Graphics classes at SHS have just concluded a unit
in design and prototyping. In this unit students were given a set of precise
criteria for the design of a vehicle specific wheel. These specifications enable
their designs to fit a particular vehicle, including lug spacing, counterbore,
center bore, offset and other characteristics of a vehicle rim.   

The students had very technical specifications in some aspects of their
design but also had full design capabilities in the aesthetic portion of the rim.
This allowed students' individuality, as well as creativity, to flourish as they
produced computer models in addition to photorealistic renderings of their
designs. To finish the unit off, students 3D printed tangible quarter scale
wheels. This brought to light the functionality and structural feasibility of their
designs. Overall, students learned many technical skills and aspects of
design, as well as the need for aesthetics in certain manufacturing fields.

written by Nick Kosloski



Think back to when you were in high school, did you know what you wanted
to do with your life? High school students often struggle to connect their
interests, strengths and personalities with potential careers. Youth benefit
from opportunities to think and dream about their futures, and explore
different occupations. This year is no different!

The Counseling & Career Center organizes our own events and programs and
we also partner with different organizations to provide job shadowing and
other career exploration opportunities. During this challenging pandemic year
we are pleased that this will continue using virtual platforms. 

Over the past month our students have had opportunities to participate in a
variety of remote experiences including the Travelers Actuarial & Analytics
Career Day, a CT Air National Guard Question & Answer Session, the ACE
(Architecture, Construction, Engineering) Mentoring Program and the Girls in
Aviation Day. Remote career interviews have also been arranged.

In December, we will be holding a Become a Nurse! Question & Answer
Session. We are excited about the virtual opportunities currently being
planned by the Connecticut Science Center (for students with STEM
interests) and Junior Achievement of Southwest New England (for those with
business and I.T. interests) that we will be able to offer our students.

Students should watch school announcements and check their school emails
for activities and sign up information. They are also posted on the CCC
Google Classroom Link under “Career Exploration Opportunities.” We
encourage all students to participate and get involved. Contact Ms. Duffy,
Career Specialist, at meg.duffy@somers.k12.ct.us for more information.

Counseling & Career Center
N E W S  F R O M  T H E



The Music Department is alive and well this year, despite the numerous
changes due to the Covid Pandemic.  While our music classes may look
a little different, we are still making music and having fun! Instrumental
classes are using bell covers, vocal students are using singer’s masks
and all music students are at extended distances.  Even our Color Guard
has continued to practice outside with social distancing. We would like
to thank our Somers Music Patron organization for making our custom
masks and bell covers!

SHS Music Department Update

Earlier this year the band, honors band,
chorus, honors choir and MBA students
created two recordings to use as part of
our Veteran’s Day school event.  We are
grateful for the opportunity to honor our

country’s veterans in this way.

In the spirit of giving, we were able to continue our annual
donation event, combining forces with the MBA music

program to donate over $800 to sponsor a family in need
for this holiday season through the
 Network Against Domestic Abuse.



This holiday season, the music department has an exciting new
program to offer our community! In lieu of our traditional January
Holiday Concert, we are hosting a “Tele-Caroling” event from
December 17-22! Community members may place an order for a
telephone call where students from the band, honors band, chorus and
honors choir will perform a christmas carol! Each carol costs $5 and all
proceeds will be used to support the Somers Music Patrons. Feel free
to contact a member of the Music Department to place your order
before December 14th!

Click Here to Order:
https://forms.gle/LCEkTjfJ8UEMssov6

Payment options:
Payments may be made via credit card here:

https://somersmusicpatrons.membershiptoolkit.com/

Payments may be made via PayPal here:
http://paypal.me/somersmusicpatrons

SHS Music Department Update continued

Give the Gift of Music!
Performances/phone calls will be delivered December 17th-22nd

during student's music class time (12:45-2:15 pm).

https://forms.gle/LCEkTjfJ8UEMssov6
https://somersmusicpatrons.membershiptoolkit.com/
http://paypal.me/somersmusicpatrons


The 2020 high school fall sports season ended for our Somers teams on November 17th,
following the postseason experience playoff soccer games held between our common NCCC

East opponents. 

The girl's soccer team finished their NCCC East regular season with a 7-3 record with two
games canceled prior to the playoffs. After splitting their regular season matchups with
Coventry, the 2nd seeded girl's team won their NCCC East re-match playoff game by 
the score of 5-2. Although the girl's team lost in the NCCC East finals to Ellington, 
their overall season resulted in their best winning percentage in over a decade. 

The boy's soccer team completed their complete (12) game regular season schedule 
with a 9-3 record, and entered the playoffs as the #2 seed in the NCCC East. After a 
3-0 playoff win over Coventry, the boy's team lost a well played 1-0 game in the NCCC East
finals held at Ellington High School. Both of our varsity soccer teams had outstanding fall
seasons with a combined 18 wins, with both JV teams being able to complete their seasons
while playing a combined (14) games with a restricted schedule in the NCCC East division. 

While our field hockey could not participate in the combined CCC/NCCC North Division playoffs,
the team was able to finish their complete 12 game regular season schedule. Season highlights
included 2 ties followed by close 1-0 losses in their final 4 regular season games, as the team
was playing at their best level before not being able to play in their post-season games. The
field hockey JV team was able to complete the majority of their season and also 
won 2 games with 2 ties. Finally, our girl's co-op swimming team with Enfield was 
able to compete in 6 matches in the CCC this fall, including their last virtual meet 
against Suffield/Ellington/Windsor Locks on November 12th.

Spartan Sports

Somers High School once again wants to thank all of our community for their support in following the fan
attendance guidelines of the state and NCCC during our fall season and throughout the shortened playoffs.
All fall sports postseason individual awards will be posted on the sports website in December. Despite winter
sports being delayed until January 19th, 2021, sign-ups will continue throughout December and into the new
year. Please continue to visit our high school sports website for all winter sports updates from both our
district and the CIAC.

The girl's cross country team went undefeated in the NCCC East throughout the
regular season, and easily won the NCCC East Cross Country Championship Race
held at Bolton High School on November 12th. Rachel St. Germain won the NCCC East
Girls race with a course record time of 19:09, while Gracie Flynn had an impressive
3rd place finish with Treena Pitts and Ella Deveau also placing in the top 8. The boys
had a great end to their season by finishing third in the NCCC East Championship
Race led by Ben Campion's 6th place finish and Tanner Hammond's 7th place.



Despite numerous unknowns and changes due to COVID-19, our
Drama Club is up and running! We have many things planned for
students, including performance opportunities and workshops.
Instead of doing an onstage musical, we will be putting on “It’s
a Wonderful Life: Radio Show.” The same story you know and
love, performed in a radio show style setting. Rehearsals are
underway, and we’re all very excited to see it finished! With a
cast of 25, our production is student directed by Sydney
McIntyre, directed by Marika Kraus, assistant directed by Erin
Scholes and we have a large backstage team working to make us
look and sound as best as possible.

Check out this link for ticket information.  It will be an On Demand video with a short window
of opportunity. See you there and bring your friends!

After that, we will be participating in a Hamilton workshop! Students will be able to attend
classes with the current music director, learn real harmonies from the production,
choreography with some of the cast, and more!

Finally, Broadway Night is back! Due to it’s astounding success last year and the fun we had
putting it on, we will be doing a virtual version. If you had a chance to see last year’s event,
you know this is NOT to be missed!

Thank you all for your support, and stay tuned for more details!
~The International Thespian Society

Clubs & Activities
“It’s a Wonderful Life: Radio Show”

SHS DRAMA CLUB

Help support the Class of 2024 as they raise

money for their activity fund!  They are

selling products from the Simply Shipped

Collection by MCM Fundraising.  The Simply

Shipped Collection contains products such

as: Coffee, Cookies, Gourmet Popcorn,

Tumblers and more.  With the holidays

around the corner, this would be a great

opportunity to send someone a surprise and

let them know they're in your thoughts. 

Click here for more details.

https://www.showtix4u.com/event-details/43843
https://my.mcmfundraising.com/2020-fall-somers-high-school-class-of-2024/ship-to-home/


 The Class of 2023 would like toThe Class of 2023 would like to
thank everyone who supportedthank everyone who supported
us during our Spartan Signatureus during our Spartan Signature
fundraiser. We had a great timefundraiser. We had a great time
painting, and plan to do it againpainting, and plan to do it again

in the spring.in the spring.  Keep your eyesKeep your eyes
open for red Spartan heads asopen for red Spartan heads as

you drive around town!you drive around town!

Clubs & Activities continued

Spartan SignatureSpartan Signature

Thank you to everyone who participated in the Interact Club's Trick-or-
Treat for Unicef fundraiser.  We raised $283 to help children in need

around the world. That’s a lot of safe  water tablets, vaccines, and N95
masks! 

Thank you also goes out to everyone who donated food during our "Fill
the Tablecloth" Food Drive in November.  All items went to Champ's

Place, a food pantry here in Somers. Hopefully we can help make
someone's holiday a little brighter.



Dates
IMPORTANT

Early Release PD (11:00)- 12/9
Early Release PD (11:00)- 12/16

Early Release (11:00) - 12/23
Winter Break Begins (No school)- 12/24

Winter Break- 12/25-1/3
Classes Resume- 1/4




